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Unlike the printed word for which
many “style books” exist, music notation
practices have traditionally been trans-
mitted by word of mouth and trial and
error. To bring order into a situation
complicated by the introduction of many
fast new processes for note-setting, this
study was prepared by the Production
Committee of the Music Publishers’
Association. It was evaluated by the edi-
tors of the majority of the members and
represents o reasonable consensus,
although it must be said that there was
not unanimous agreement on some
details.

The Committee commissioned Max-
well Weaner, the autographer and graph-
ic arts expert, to prepare the basic docu-
ment. The late Walter Boelke, one of the
leading music engravers, added his
immense knowledge to the working draft.
Most of these rules are not necessarily
rigid, and clarity to the performer’s eye
is always a consideration. The present
revised edition was prepared by Arnold
Broido and Daniel Dorff. The music
examples were provided by Music
Engraving Service.



(a) Title centered on page.
(b) Dedication centered over title.
(c) Composer on the right side of the
page, flush with the right margin of the
music. The arranger or editor under the
composer.
(d) Text source on the left of the page,
flush with the left margin of the music.
Translator under text source.
(e) Tempo marks flush left over the
time signature. Copyright notice at the
bottom on the first page of the compo-
sition.
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PLACEMENT OF GENERAL MATTER

NOTES AND SYSTEMS

(a) All single notes with single stems
starting on the middle line of the staff
and higher are stemmed down. A
downstem is always attached to the left
side of the note head.

All single notes with single stems
starting in the second space of the staff
and lower are stemmed up. An upstem
is always attached to the right side of
the note head.

(b) Single stems are exactly one octave
in length. When there is more than one
note head on a stem, as in chord, the
stem length is calculated from the note
closest to the end of the stem.
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BEAMS (LIGATURES)
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PLACEMENT OF NOTE HEADS AND
ACCIDENTALS
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PLACEMENT OF DYNAMICS

MODIFYING SYMBOLS
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TIME SPACING
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PLACEMENT OF INSTRUCTION WORDS
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BAR LINES
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GRACE NOTES
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METRIC GROUPS
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D.C., D.S., AND ENDINGS
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or
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MISCELLANEOUS
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